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"is the Emperor, in your judgment, merely a human being
or is he more?"
"Well," I retorted, "the Emperor is my master and I
am his faithful servant, but though he is an autocratic Ruler,
given to us by God or Nature, he is nevertheless a human
being with all the peculiarities of one."
"To my mind," remarked the Grank Duke, "the Em-
peror is not a mere human being, but rather a being inter-
mediate between man and God-" We parted
The influence of the Empress Dowager (Maria Fyoro-
dorovna) upon her son was, I believe, a power for good.
But after his marriage, his mother's influence rapidly waned
and Nicholas fell permanently under the spell of his wife, a
woman hysterical and unbalanced, yet possessed of a suffi-
ciently strong character to master him completely and infect
him with her own morbidity.
Several years before the death of Alexander III an in-
effectual attempt was made to find a wife for the future
Emperor Nicholas II. In that connection Princess Alix of
Darmstadt was brought to St. Petersburg for inspection.
She was not liked, and at the time the project of marrying
the heir apparent came to nothing. That was a grave
mistake. Young Nicholas, naturally enough, sought illicit
pleasures and took up with the ballet dancer Kszesinska,
His liaison with that woman remained unknown to his
august father, but it could not escape the attention of those
nearest to the Emperor. They urged him to hasten the
marriage of the heir. In the meantime His Majesty was
taken ill and, as a result, became anxious to see his son
married without any further delay. It was then the rejected
bride, Princess Alix, was remembered, and the heir was
dispatched to Darmstadt to ask her hand.
I got a premonition of the fateful character of this
decision from Count Osten-Sacken, our present envoy to
Germany, who told me the following story in the course of